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Present Status of the A pplication 

Applicants appreciate that claims 5-7 arc considered being patentable. 

Claims I -2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Mam (U. S. 
Patent 6,471,324; hereinafter Maru). Applicants have amended claim 1 and claim 5, wherein 
allowable claim 5 has been rewritten into independent claim. Claims 1-2 and 4-7 remain 
pending in the present application, and reconsideration of those claims is respectfully requested. 



Discussion of Office Action Rejections 

The undersigned would like to thank Examiner Garcia for granting a telephonic interview 
on February 7, 2007, during which the 35 USC §102 rejections by the Maru reference were 
discussed. Examiner Garcia agreed that the proposed amendments defined over the existing 
prior art Maru. In response thereto, a Request for Continued Examination is submitted with 
preliminary amendments to the claims, which the Office considers as definable over the prior art 
reference. 
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